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hinders a full understanding of the play. Probably the
majority of audiences take the King's corpse, over which
c Lady Anne' laments, to be that of her husband, and only
a very close attention to the dialogue reveals the fact
that it is her father-in-law. Nor can audiences be
expected to know that when c Richard' talks of marrying
" Warwick's youngest daughter," he is referring to the
* Lady Anne' ? To the man in the street, the plaints of
'Queen Margaret5 are almost unintelligible. These
obvious faults would never have been allowed in
Shakespeare's more mature work; when, as he himself
said later in his career, the scenes would have been
"well-digested."
Of my own performance, I can only say that I revelled
in every shade of Richard's diabolical villainy. There
must be a depth of evil dormant in my nature, for the
expression of the worst aspects of that bloody ruffian
seemed to leap unstudied and with complete assurance
and understanding from my own person! The delight
in playing with fire, as in the opening scene, in which
he is recklessly treasonable, for the sake of enjoying
the embarrassment of Brackenbury; the wit which plays
like forked lightning over his words; the shameless
dissimulation which only contempt for his gulls could
stimulate; the airy defiance of conscience (to which he
falls at last so profoundly a victim); his pride of birth,
his arrogant scorn for the upstart Woodville faction,
the superstitious fear which the prophecy of the * Bard
of Ireland' left to rankle in his heart when the latter
foretold that Richard would not live long after he saw
Richmond; his kite-like drop upon his enemies; his
superb courage when he fights with his back to the
wall, deserted by his friends and haunted by the avenging
visions which have filled his dreams the night before;
all these elements make up a character of unique
fascination which fired my ambition to embody them.
The tragedy was produced on Wednesday, April I3th,
1910, at the Royal Theatre, Dublin, which had been
closed for two nights previously for dress-rehearsals.